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Process

Public Workshop (June 2022) Public Workshop

Stakeholder Meetings

Survey Report Production

Advisory Committee Meetings

2022 2023 2024



Public Outreach Results
Biggest strengths of the hamlets:
Small town/rural feel/character
Strong sense of community
Safety 
Affordable 
Access to both greenspace and commercial areas

Biggest threats to the hamlets:
Increased cost of living
Loss of character via development
Vacant buildings
Increased traffic
Concern about outside influences

Transformational projects:
Adaptive reuse
e.g., Stauffer Chemical Plant
Enhanced mobility
Possible extension of nature trail
Traffic calming (i.e., speed control on Jordan Rd)
Housing affordability
Preservation of existing character
Support for local businesses
Recreational access (e.g., fishing on north end of nature trail)



Vision
Protect the small town and rural character 
of the Northern Hamlets so as to honor 
and build upon their unique history and 
important natural resources including 
Skaneateles Creek, the Charlie Major Trail, 
existing woodlands and agricultural land, 
while allowing for compatible future 
growth.



Findings

The Northern Hamlets are Influenced by 
Historic Development
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1856 1860 1874 1898
The Northern Hamlets are Influenced by Historic Development.
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The Northern Hamlets are Influenced by Historic Development.

Flour Mill, Draycott Paper Mill

Glenside Woolen Mill

St. Bridget’s Temperance Soc. Railroad Passenger Station Kiln, Skaneateles Falls

Hart Lot Distillery Post Office School Sinclair Chair Workers

Hotel Mottville Mottville Mottville Store Long Bridge
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Findings

The Rural Setting is Important to the 
Northern Hamlets.
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The Rural Setting is Important to the Northern Hamlets.
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Findings

Development of Vacant and Agricultural 
Land Could be a Threat to the Character of 
the Northern Hamlets.
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Development of Vacant and Agricultural Land Could be a Threat to the Character of the 
Northern Hamlets.

Vacant Parcels Wetlands & Floodplains Water District

3/7

All Parcels

Parcels Acres

Total 491 1,849

All Residential 372 640

Single Fam Res. 330 366

2 Family Res. 12 12

3 Family Res. 1 1

Other Res. 29 262

Agricultural 5 263

Commercial 23 114

Industrial 8 243

Vacant 74 482

Other 9 36

Roads n/a 71

Findings



Development of Vacant and Agricultural Land Could be a Threat to the Character of the 
Northern Hamlets.

Parcels In Development Contaminated Parcel Buildable Parcels
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Development of Vacant and 
Agricultural Land Could be a 
Threat to the Character of the 
Northern Hamlets.

Rural Residential

Hamlet

IRO

3/7

Lot Size Minimums

2 acres

2 acres

1 acre no sewer / water
.5 acres sewer or water
.25 acres sewer and water

Findings



Development of Vacant and 
Agricultural Land Could be a 
Threat to the Character of the 
Northern Hamlets.
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Development of Vacant and Agricultural Land Could be a Threat to the Character of the 
Northern Hamlets.

3/7

GRAPHIC SCALE      (IN FEET)

0200 100 100 200 400

N

J:\
21

23
2 

N
or

th
er

n 
H

am
le

ts
 M

as
te

r P
la

n\
Ca

d\
W

or
ki

ng
 D

ra
w

in
gs

\r
ou

gh
 la

yo
ut

.d
w

g

CLIENT / SUBCONSULTANT:

O
RI

GI
N

AL
 D

RA
W

IN
G 

SI
ZE

: A
N

SI
 D

 (2
2"

 X
 3

4"
)

D
at

e 
Pr

in
te

d:
  6

/5
/2

02
3 

11
:4

1:
33

 A
M

DRAWINGS ISSUED FOR / REVISIONS

NO. DATE ISSUED FOR / REVISION BY

1

2

3

4

5

PROJECT TITLE:

PROJECT LOCATION:

CLIENT:

DRAWING TITLE:

Environmental
Design & Research,
Landscape Architecture, Engineering
& Environmental Services, D.P.C.
217 Montgomery Street, Suite 1100
Syracuse, New York 13202

P. 315.471.0688
6

CHK

©2023 Environmental Design & Research,
Landscape Architecture, Engineering,
& Environmental Services, D.P.C.

The following is paraphrased from the New York
Education Law, Article 145, Section 7209, and Chapter II,
Section 79-1.4, and applies to this drawing:  "It is a
violation of this law for any person unless he is acting
under the direction of a licensed professional engineer,
licensed landscape architect or licensed land surveyor to
alter an item in any way. If an item bearing the seal of an
engineer, landscape architect or land surveyor is altered,
the altering engineer, landscape architect or land
surveyor shall affix to the item his seal and the notation
"altered by" followed by his signature and the date of
such alteration and a specific description of the
alteration".

APP

DRAWING NUMBER:

DRAWN BY:

EDR JOB#:

DATE:

SCALE:

CHECKED BY:

05/18/2023

21232

AREA 1 REFERENCE NOTES:
1. AREA 1 CONTAINS 48 LOTS AT .5 ACRES PER

LOT

GRAPHIC SCALE      (IN FEET)

0200 100 100 200 400

N

J:\
21

23
2 

N
or

th
er

n 
H

am
le

ts
 M

as
te

r P
la

n\
Ca

d\
W

or
ki

ng
 D

ra
w

in
gs

\r
ou

gh
 la

yo
ut

.d
w

g

CLIENT / SUBCONSULTANT:

O
RI

GI
N

AL
 D

RA
W

IN
G 

SI
ZE

: A
N

SI
 D

 (2
2"

 X
 3

4"
)

D
at

e 
Pr

in
te

d:
  7

/1
7/

20
23

 3
:4

2:
27

 P
M

DRAWINGS ISSUED FOR / REVISIONS

NO. DATE ISSUED FOR / REVISION BY

1

2

3

4

5

PROJECT TITLE:

PROJECT LOCATION:

CLIENT:

DRAWING TITLE:

Environmental
Design & Research,
Landscape Architecture, Engineering
& Environmental Services, D.P.C.
217 Montgomery Street, Suite 1100
Syracuse, New York 13202

P. 315.471.0688
6

CHK

©2023 Environmental Design & Research,
Landscape Architecture, Engineering,
& Environmental Services, D.P.C.

The following is paraphrased from the New York
Education Law, Article 145, Section 7209, and Chapter II,
Section 79-1.4, and applies to this drawing:  "It is a
violation of this law for any person unless he is acting
under the direction of a licensed professional engineer,
licensed landscape architect or licensed land surveyor to
alter an item in any way. If an item bearing the seal of an
engineer, landscape architect or land surveyor is altered,
the altering engineer, landscape architect or land
surveyor shall affix to the item his seal and the notation
"altered by" followed by his signature and the date of
such alteration and a specific description of the
alteration".

APP

DRAWING NUMBER:

DRAWN BY:

EDR JOB#:

DATE:

SCALE:

CHECKED BY:

05/18/2023

21232

AREA 1 REFERENCE NOTES:
1. AREA 1 CONTAINS 14 LOTS AT 2.0 ACRES PER

LOT

1

+ 48 parcels 
single family residential

Hamlet Zoning
.5 acre residential parcels

Rural Residential Zoning 
2 acre residential parcels

+ 15 parcels 
single family residential

Findings



3/7

GRAPHIC SCALE      (IN FEET)

0200 100 100 200 400

N

J:\
21

23
2 

N
or

th
er

n 
H

am
le

ts
 M

as
te

r P
la

n\
Ca

d\
W

or
ki

ng
 D

ra
w

in
gs

\r
ou

gh
 la

yo
ut

.d
w

g

CLIENT / SUBCONSULTANT:

O
RI

GI
N

AL
 D

RA
W

IN
G 

SI
ZE

: A
N

SI
 D

 (2
2"

 X
 3

4"
)

D
at

e 
Pr

in
te

d:
  7

/1
7/

20
23

 3
:5

3:
30

 P
M

DRAWINGS ISSUED FOR / REVISIONS

NO. DATE ISSUED FOR / REVISION BY

1

2

3

4

5

PROJECT TITLE:

PROJECT LOCATION:

CLIENT:

DRAWING TITLE:

Environmental
Design & Research,
Landscape Architecture, Engineering
& Environmental Services, D.P.C.
217 Montgomery Street, Suite 1100
Syracuse, New York 13202

P. 315.471.0688
6

CHK

©2023 Environmental Design & Research,
Landscape Architecture, Engineering,
& Environmental Services, D.P.C.

The following is paraphrased from the New York
Education Law, Article 145, Section 7209, and Chapter II,
Section 79-1.4, and applies to this drawing:  "It is a
violation of this law for any person unless he is acting
under the direction of a licensed professional engineer,
licensed landscape architect or licensed land surveyor to
alter an item in any way. If an item bearing the seal of an
engineer, landscape architect or land surveyor is altered,
the altering engineer, landscape architect or land
surveyor shall affix to the item his seal and the notation
"altered by" followed by his signature and the date of
such alteration and a specific description of the
alteration".

APP

DRAWING NUMBER:

DRAWN BY:

EDR JOB#:

DATE:

SCALE:

CHECKED BY:

05/18/2023

21232

AREA 2 REFERENCE NOTES:
1. AREA 2 CONTAINS 8 LOTS AT 0.5 ACRES PER

LOT

2 + 8 parcels 
single family residential

Hamlet Zoning
.5 acre residential parcels

Development of Vacant and Agricultural Land Could be a Threat to the Character of the 
Northern Hamlets.

Findings



Development of Vacant and Agricultural Land Could be a Threat to the Character of the 
Northern Hamlets.
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+ 15 parcels 
single family residential

Hamlet Zoning
.5 acre residential parcels

Rural Residential Zoning 
2 acre residential parcels

+ 5 parcels 
single family residential
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Development of Vacant and Agricultural Land Could be a Threat to the Character of the 
Northern Hamlets.
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Development of Vacant and Agricultural Land Could be a Threat to the Character of the 
Northern Hamlets.
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The Community Desires Amenities & Businesses which Compliment the Character of the Northern 
Hamlets.
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The Roads in the Northern Hamlets Don’t Support Walking, 
Alternative Transportation, or Civic Life.
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Findings

Housing Affordability May Be Threatened 
in the Future.
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Affordable Housing --> Housing Subsidy
Housing Affordability --> Diversity of Options (ADUs, apartments)

Housing Affordability May Be Threatened in the Future.
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v.s.

Housing Affordability May Be Threatened in the Future.
6/7Findings

4,000 sf / 2 acre lot 1,800 sf / .5 acre lot



Plan Onondaga: Housing & Neighborhoods
County Housing Study

Housing Affordability May Be Threatened in the Future.
6/7Findings



Housing Affordability May Be Threatened in the Future.
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Findings

There is Opportunity and Desire to 
Develop Additional Recreational Amenities
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There is 
Opportunity and 
Desire to Develop 
Additional 
Recreational 
Amenities.

Completed Trail
Rail Bed

6/7Findings



Recommendations
Protect the small town rural character and enhance the feeling of community through: 

Strategy: Protect Neighborhood Character and the Affordability of Housing
 + Include accessory apartment/dwelling and two-family as residential uses within the hamlet district that are permitted by right. 
 + Expand the areas that are zoned as hamlet to allow for smaller homes on smaller lot sizes adjacent to and in keeping with the character 

of the existing hamlet areas.
 + Develop Residential Design Guidelines for new construction.

Strategy: Strengthen Hamlet Centers
 + Develop a framework for allowing mixed-use development. 
 + Foster the development of neighborhood scale retail and services (i.e. coffee shop, grocery store….) around identified nodes.
 + Encourage the adaptive reuse of historical and underutilized buildings.

Strategy: Protect Agricultural Land
 + Identify if additional properties should be placed in an agriculture district, 
 + Explore the potential for agricultural protection through conservation easements. 
 + Specify farm-based businesses as allowed uses within the Northern Hamlets.

Strategy: Invest in Trails
 + Explore opportunities for incremental trail development in the Northern Hamlets (mapping, land ownership, committee to plan, create 

plan)- mapping, research, committee, design, implementation, funding.
 + Establish and support four-season multi-use, non-motorized, trail amenities.

Strategy: Improve Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety and Connectivity
 + Reduce speeds along Jordan Road and connecting streets through traffic calming measures:

 + Request stop signs and crosswalks at identified intersections.
 + Implement Sidewalk and crosswalk networks along Jordan Road in the Hamlets of Mottville and Skaneateles Falls. 


